


A model

Indeed, Oman has risen in the world’s esteem as a country that, in many respects, is a model for others to emulate. The Sultanate today is
well-regarded as an influential and responsible member of the international community that has prudently utilised its limited oil wealth for
the good of its people, and continues to build cooperative ties with its neighbours and countries across the world.

Today’s progressive, modernising and forward-looking Oman takes its inspiration from the wise policies of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos,
Architect of the country’s modern Renaissance. These policies, forged at the dawn of the Renaissance in 1970 when Oman was an
impoverished and isolated Arabian backwater, continue to form the bedrock upon which the country’s future prosperity will be secured.

There are numerous examples to show that His Majesty’s enlightened policies have paid great dividends. The most significant, by far, is the
publication in May this year of the annual Global Peace Index (GPI), which rated Oman as the most tranquil in the Middle East. The
Sultanate was also ranked 25th in the Global Peace Index — a catalogue of 140 countries, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, listed according
to their peacefulness and covering of a broad range of 24 indicators measuring both internal and external peacefulness of nations.

This enviable ranking was a robust endorsement of the wise policies and benevolent leadership of His Majesty, under whose stewardship
over the past nearly four decades, the country has risen to such lofty heights of relative tranquillity. Indeed, peace, reconciliation, mutual
understanding, non-interference and cooperation are the cornerstones of His Majesty the Sultan’s foreign policy — guiding principles that
have secured for the Sultanate lasting peace on its borders and an enduring image beyond as a friendly, tolerant and peaceable country.

Not surprisingly, His Majesty was conferred in March 2007 the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International Understanding, the
top prize presented by the Government of India to prominent international figures in appreciation of their domestic and international efforts
for achieving peace, security, justice and equality. Past winners have included such iconic figures as Aung San Suu Kyi, Yasser Arafat,
Nelson Mandela and Mother Teresa.

His Majesty was cited for promoting “goodwill and friendship among peoples of the world”. “The Sultan has emerged as a leader who is
much loved and admired not only by his own people but also by the entire region,” an official Indian spokesman had declared in
announcing the award. His Majesty the Sultan “has completely transformed Oman into a modern and prosperous state,” the statement said.

Indeed, the award underlines the worldwide esteem that His Majesty the Sultan enjoys. This universal regard for His Majesty stems from
the political, economic and social values set by His Majesty who is a model for those desirous of achieving comprehensive and sustainable
development for their nation and their people. The Nehru Award was the latest in the long list of singular honours bestowed on His Majesty
in recent years.

Oman has pursued cooperative and harmonious ties with all countries of the world, most notably with fellow members of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and the Arab world in general. With the Gulf states, Oman has taken vigorous steps to promote a greater
integration with the Gulf bloc, at the political, economic, security and social levels.

GCC ties

At the 28th GCC Summit in Doha last December, His Majesty the Sultan joined fellow leaders in discussing avenues for further cementing
their brotherly ties. Joining the leaders as a special invitee was Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmedinejad, underlining the common desire of
the GCC bloc for better ties with Tehran.

The Doha summit concluded with a landmark declaration with regard to the creation of a Gulf common market with effect from January 1,
2008. The leaders also agreed on steps to support initiatives towards establishing a GCC railway, and power and water grid, and even
explore the potential for civilian nuclear energy to meet the region’s escalating energy demands. Muscat will host the 29th GCC Summit
this year.

His Majesty continues to extend considerable attention to a host of Arab causes that have long eluded resolution, notably the long-standing
Palestinian question. Oman backs the Arab peace initiative in ending Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories leading to the creation
of a sovereign and independent Palestine.

The Sultanate has also welcomed initiatives to bring political stability to war-torn Iraq, and has voiced hope that Iraqis of all affiliations and
backgrounds rally around a common desire to pursue peace and prosperity for the entire population. In line with this objective, a high-level
Omani delegation made a landmark visit to Baghdad in June in an expression of solidarity and support for the Iraqi people. The delegation,
led by the Secretary-General of the National Economy Ministry, pledged support for Iraq’s reconstruction effort.

Oman also warmly applauded the successful outcome of talks in Doha to end the political stalemate in Lebanon. The Sultanate has been part
of a ministerial committee set up under the auspices of the Arab League, which has been interacting with all parties involved in the
Lebanese crisis in the hope of nudging them towards a solution.

Keen to foster closer ties with countries far and near, His Majesty travelled to a number of countries for talks with world leaders, while also
playing host to several visiting heads of state and high level dignitaries. In February this year, His Majesty received Shaikh Hamdan bin















